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PERSPECTIVES...

During Pope Benedict XVI's lecture at the University of
Regensburg on 12 September 2006, he quoted the views of a late
14" century Byzantine emperor concerning the unreasonableness
of spreading faith through violence. Emperor Michael Il Paleologus
presided over a drastically reduced empire. For 700 years, first
militant Arabs then Turks had been steadily pushing its frontiers
back to the point where it was scarcely more than a city-state.
Christianity was the state religion of the empire. lts opponents,
Arabs and Turks, were Muslim. History describes the conflict
simply in terms of Muslim versus Christian, omitting the social,
economic and political motives involved, not to mention greed and
the hunger for power.

Alas, the followers of each of the three great monotheistic
religions from time to time have had recourse to violence in the
name of God. Both ancient and modern Israel were born out of
struggle and violence — for example, Joshua tells a tale of merciless
bloodshed in the conquest of Canaan. Christians cannot throw
stone with impunity — remember Byzantine Christian armies fighting
Persia, Catholic Spaniards conquering pagan Mexico and
Inquisitors judging fellow Christians accused of heresy. In ancient
times, Muslim warriors spread their faith across North Africa and
the Middle East to the Pyrenees and the gates of Vienna. Today
sectarian violence within the world of Islam is still pitting Shiite
against Sunni.

Unfortunately, the holy scriptures of Jews, Christians and
Muslims are sometimes used to justify violence. It is possible to fid
verses supporting violence ion the Torah, the Gospels and the
Quran. What is the main thrust of each of these three great
religions? s it violence? Each has a bewildering array of texts and
traditions: Torah, Mishna, Talmud — Gospels, creeds, catechisms,
canonical codes — Quran, Hadith, Sharia.

The heart of the matter for Jews is the text of
Deuteronomy that is enshrined on the lintel of every doorway and
wrapped on the arm and brow at prayer:

Christians look to the Last Supper discourse in John's

Gospel where Jesus says:
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A Muslim never tires of reciting the phrase that is, in effect,
the central confession of faith if Islam: % & "
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Violence is in contradiction to what each faith is supposed
to preach. Regrettably, rather than see the other as a fellow
believer and child of God, we maker easy recourse to label — goy,
heretic, infidel, kafr — and easily oversimplify complex modern
conflicts as struggles, e.g., between Christianity and Islam, Jew and
Muslim.

Is there still a lot of violence in the name of religion?
Sadly, yes, we know it daily. But, who dare stand before the throne
of the one God with brother’s [and sister’s] blood on [their] hands
and expect to be rewarded.

Msgr. Archimandrite Robert L. Stern,
Catholic Near East Welfare Association

Mass for Peace
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God,
Monday, 1 January 2007 %) * t+ , &
Eucharistic Liturgy at 9:30am

January 1% is the — . / C
C , and a holy day in our Catholic tradition.
Alongside this feast which coincides with beginning of the civil
year, Pope Paul VI allowed for a Mass for Peace to be
celebrated. In the light of:

the war in Iraq,

the continued violence in Afghanistan,

the suffering and violence in the Darfur region of

Sudan,

continued acts of terrorism throughout the Middle East

and the world,

the violence between Israel and the Palestinian

Authority,

the grounding of violence in religion,

violence within our homes and church,

and the fear engendered by violence,
do consider coming to pray for a change of heart; within
ourselves; for our church leadership, for heads of state and
diplomatic corps, for our military and their family members, for
the perpetrators of violence and all those who innocently suffer
due to madness of violence engendered by pride, greed,
selfishness and the unwillingness to listen, be open and be
reconciled.

- 3
4 !
from A Christmas Carol, Dickens

Our Weekly Stewardship Report
An Increased Offertory Response

2006-07 budget: $245,911.00
Needed weekly in the regular collection: $3,700.00
WEEK OF DECEMBER 17, 2006
Regular collection: $4,241.00
Capital Improvement: $1,219.00
Fuel: $652.00**
Flowers: $576.00
**Special Thanks to the Ladies Rosary Society for their
donation of $600.00 to our fuel collection.

The Solemnity of Christmas
- 56 , " 5778% &
Mass at the Vigil : 4:30pm
Mass at Night: 10:30pm
Preceded by caroling beginning at 10:00pm
C 59 , * 5778
Mass during the Day: 9:00am

2 When Elizabeth heard Mary's
greeting, the infant leaped in her
! womb, and Elizabeth, filled with
fh J) ) the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud
voice and said, "'Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb." - Lk 1:41-42




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 24, 2006

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
FOR THE CHRISTMAS HOLY DAYS

CHRISTMAS
Readers Note: prepare the readings from the Mass at Night for
all Christmas Masses
4:30pm : Peter, Lynette & Natalie Russo, Christine
Baia, Connie Niegoski, Terri Neary
: Dorothy & Amanda Piurek
C : Kevin & Joanne McNamara

Dawn & Jim Dybas

: Joan Stanavich, Michael Konieczny,
Kenneth Jasewicz, Christopher Ford, Harry
Czosnykowski, 7 Needed

Debbie Humphreys & Paul Tonko

C : Gretchen Braun, Pat Tonko
Ed Niski, 1 Needed
: Leon & Virginia Wyzykowski, Eileen

Andrzejewski, Dolores Dybas, 2 Needed

Cathie Ozug, 1 Needed

C : Fran Luzinas, Sr. Mary Edna,

Sr. Mary Evangeline, Daniel McNamara
HOLY FAMILY

10:30pm:

9:00am:

4:00pm : Beverly Scott, Eileen Andrzejewski, Dolores
Dybas, Sue Karchesky, Dot Savarese
1 Needed
: : Karen Jurcsak, 1 Needed
: C : Beverly & Michael Scott, Sue
Karchesky, Dot Savarese
9:00am . Fran Luzinas, Patrick Homa, Marie Burnet
3 Needed
: : Debbie Humphreys, MaryAnn Louison
3 C : Jean Trainosky, Paul & Elaine

Blaze, Dorothy Jordan
MARY MOTHER OF GOD — MASS FOR PEACE
9:30am : : Cathie Ozug, MaryAnn Louison

: C : Gene Piurek, Ellie Slechta
Fran Luzinas, Sr. Mary Edna
EPIPHANY
4:00pm - - 5 Needed
9:00am Marcia Benjamin, Lynette Russo, Janette

Folckemer, Joan Stanavich, Eileen
Andrzejewski, 1 Needed
READERS FOR 1 JANUARY, Please Note: the readings will be
taken from the Commons for Peace and Justice, which are not
found in the workbooks, so you will need to come early to
Church to look them over. Thank you.

The Parish Office will be Closed
Tuesday, 26 December 2006 and Friday, 29 December 2006

PLEASE PRAY DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON FOR...
our confirmandi:
Beth Corby, Daniel McNamara and Michael Scott
our ordinandi for the diaconate:
Miguel Fabian, FrankThomas, Thomas Nash & Jospeh Tyrrell
our parishioners in health care facilities:

3
Wilkinson Residential Health Care Facility
4988 Route 30, Amsterdam, NY 12010
Josephine Josephs, Florence Litwa, Agnes Benosky, Isabel
Karp, Stanley Gorzycki, Winifred Malecki, Jean Rokitowski,
Frances Konieczny, Jennie Cwakala, Joseph Furman, Stasia
Bubniak, Lavina Padowicz, Mary Rupar, Florence Piech and
Andrew Lasky

Hillcrest Spring, Upper Market Street, Amsterdam

Alfreda Fedaszczyn, Edwarda Ratajczak, Regina Pawlowski,
and Michael Scott.

Montgomery Meadows, Sandy Drive, Amsterdam

Chester Kwiatkowski, Michael Leszczynski, Dorothy Krysik,
Mary Tomasik, Mary Traskos, David Zarecki and Josephine
Dudka.

Park Hill Adult Home 52 Grove Street, Amsterdam

Charles VanWormer, Gordon Briskie, Jean Maryzak, Wanda
Wojcikiewicz, Mary Pisarski ,Helen Furman, Genevieve
Borowski

Mount Loretto Nursing Home Swart Hill Road, Amsterdam,
Addie Rabacoukas, Laura Mazur, Clara Sweet, Florence
Botaitis, Gertrude Ceterski, Mary Sierzega, Ann Puszkarcyzuk,
Lottie Felong, Ziggy Petroski, Agnes Bielecki, Helen Kubas,
John Dziewierz, Henry Gawlak, and Rose Prill.

SIS2S, MASS INTENTIONS
P N%  FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY, December 25
9:00AM FOR PARISHIONERS

TUESDAY, December 26
8:00am Teresa Ostrowski, req. Stanley & Family

WEDNESDAY, December 27
8:00am Richard Malicki, req. Steve hall

THURSDAY, December 28
8:00am John W. Dybas, req. Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rizzo

FRIDAY, December 29
8:00am Laura Moskal, req. Ladies Rosary Society

SATURDAY, December 30
4:00pm  Florence & Edward Opiela, req. Robert & Vivian
Dylong
Josephine Bartman, req. Jan DeJulius
William A. Dworak, req. Dworak Family

SUNDAY, December 31
9:00am  Henriette Brownell, req. Paul Damiano
Stanislaus J. "' !¢ & Sophie M. Andrzejewski,
req. Children Edward & Christine
Anntoinette & Walter Jablonski, req. Dzikowicz
Family

SANCTUARY LAMP — December 24-30, 2006

In memory of Samuel F. Brownell <= ** 1§ from Family

In memory of Stanislaus J. " & & Sophie M. Andrzejewski,
from Children Edward & Christine

In memory of John & Violet Malicki and Jacob & Mary Wnek
from Edmund & Joan Wnek

In memory of Walter Tomasik %>7 1& from Wife & Daughters

In memory of Peter & Apolonia Soltys and Louis H. Syper from
Daughter/Wife Sophie

In memory of John & Winifred Sumigray from Daughter

In memory of Peter Miskinis from Granddaughter Wendy

In memory of Niegoski, Dykla and Depa Families from Connie &
Joseph Niegoski

In memory of Ophelia, Anthony, Alfred, Edmund & Richard
Swinarski and Alice Kawczynski from Family




