
ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH AMSTERDAM, NY 
 
FROM THE DESK OF FR. DAVID 
 
LIVE SIMPLY REFLECTIONS – LENT 2007 
by Philip Jakob Hallam Diocese Justice & Peace Commission 
for The Livesimply Network which invites people to live in 
solidarity with the poor.  The British based campaign challenges 
us “To share rather than to horde; to be generous with 
ourselves, our time and our resources; to consider how much is 
enough…To live simply is not just to live frugally for its own 
sake [but] to live in such a way that human dignity is respected 
and all may reach their full human and God-given potential.”  
Check out www.livesimple.org.uk 
 
1st Sunday in Lent 
The first Sunday in Lent is traditionally the day on which each 
Diocese celebrates its Rite of Election when those 
catechumens seeking baptism and reception in the Church are 
welcomed by the Bishop as Elect for the final stage of their 
initial journey in faith. The 40-day period from the start of the 
liturgical day on the vigil of today until the start of Triduum on 
the evening of Holy Thursday was later established as a time of 
penitence and preparation for the whole Church now commonly 
celebrated as Lent. 
The gospel of this day refers to Christ’s 40 days in the desert 
and his struggle with economic, political and religious 
temptations. Surely this Messiah can do tricks like turning 
stones into bread and flying through the air? Since we are 
called to follow Christ we might ask what we are called to do. 
The suggestion is to place our trust in God alone as did the 
wandering Aramean in the first reading. All of us have been 
allotted a portion of ‘the land of milk and honey’ but when our 
pursuit of wealth for instance is for individual, group or national 
interest and when it directly or indirectly affects the 
opportunities of others it is even destructive to ourselves as 
others. Live Simply so that others might simply live must be our 
maxim. All that we have is given to share. 
The psalm teaches us that although the journey will be long and 
at times challenging God will ensure that we are not alone, 
protected in eagles’ wings. This does not mean that the 
experience will always be comforting. Sometimes the gift of God 
can be a slap in the face which throws us off balance and leave 
us scarred and vulnerable begging us to re-assess our 
direction. Yet throughout this we can experience that grace 
which is positively healing and sustaining. In this way God may 
be like a SatNav for life’s journey constantly ‘re-calculating’ 
whenever we take a wrong turning! 
 
PLEASE NOTE CANCELATION: 
Due to unforseen changes in schedules the Stations of the 
Cross will not be prayed this Friday, 2 March 2007.  The 
devotion will begin the following week on 9 March. 

 
THE LENTEN SPRING AT SAINT STAN’S 

 
Opportunities for Spiritual Development… 
“Caritas” Tree 
Patterned after the Advent Giving Tree will be a way in which 
people can donate items to assist those in various needy 
situations of our area.  The items will be distributed through 
Catholic Charities.  Details to follow in the bulletin. 
Rice Bowl—Food Pantry Donations—Fasting 
The Rice Bowl, an outreach of Catholic Overseas Relief; and 
Food Pantry donations are ways to be mindful of the hungry.  
The ancient  tradition of fasting from food (or whatever else 

weighs you down) is an ancient spiritual armament. 

Charitable Giving 
Almsgiving, which mean “acts of mercy”, is the greatest of 
Lent’s spiritual exercises.  This may be a good time to reflect on 
the charitable agencies of the church and society you support 
and why?  Can you increase your supportive donation?  What 
are other ways you can invest your money, time and talent for 
the poor and needy?   
 
The Little Black Book Six minutes a day!.. in meditation & 
prayer. 
 
God at the Movies—a Lenten film series  
Each week of Lent there will be two showings of a featured 
film: Monday afternoons at 2:30pm OR Wednesday evenings 
at 6:00pm.   Each session will include viewing the film followed 
by a discussion of the Christian themes present.   All films are 
between 1.5—2 hours in length.  Popcorn will be provided...feel 
free, if you are coming from work, to bring dinner to the evening 
session.  Faith Formation Rm, 1st fl, St. Stan. Ctr. 
Week 1   26 & 28 Feb. Ground Hog Day  (PG) 
Week 2   5 & 7 March Chocolat  (PG-13)  
Week 3   12 & 14 March Unforgiven (R)  
Week 4   19 & 21 March Babette’s Feast  (G)  
Week 5   26 & 28 March Finding Nemo (G)  
 

Daily Eucharist Food for the journey toward Calvary and 
glorification with Christ each weekday at 8:00am. 
 
Communal Celebration of Reconciliation 
Tuesday, 20 March 2007.   The day’s schedule will include: 
Communal Penance Services at 11am & 6pm; private 
confessions between 3pm—5pm; by appt., anytime. 

 
Stations of the Cross Beginning Friday, 2 March 2007 at 
6:30pm. 
 

Gorzkie Zale  
Fridays, 16 March; 23 March; 30 March; 3:30pm before 
the Sacred Heart Altar 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, 29 March 2007 
As part of the LEAF Program our next major event will be the 
Chrism Mass celebrated at our Cathedral in Albany.  We are 
looking to rent a bus to travel together to participate in this 
liturgy at which the Sacred Oils are blessed  by the bishop for 
use in the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders, 
and the Anointing of the Sick, as well as in the preparation of 
catechumens and the dedication of our churches.  Consider 
joining us for the diocesan liturgy. 
 

 
Planning for the Next Five Years (2007-2011) 
The following data was received from the Chancery.  In the five 
year period ‘07-‘11:  

� 39 possible retirements from the priesthood may take 
place. 

� 22 of this group are presently serving the Greater 
Capital District. 

� Of the 27 priests presently serving in special ministries 
or as associates; 13 may be willing to ser as parish 
leadership; 8 or 9 others might be willing but are 
approaching retirement. 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 25, 2007 
 

� Of the 13 possible parish leaders plus the 3 men to be 
ordained (no one was ordained in ‘06 and no will be 
ordained in ‘08) will give us 16 replacements for the 39 
who will be retiring.  This means we can only replace 
one out of every three priests in the next five years.  
This practice will leave no one beyond 2011. 

 
Check Out…the renovated restrooms in the church hall!  Joann 
will be continuing to renovate the room adjacent.  The materials 
for the St. Sztan’s Seniors, St. Michael’s Auxiliary and Holy 
Name will be moved to the opposite end of the hall with new 
and matching storage. 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the desert for 
forty days, to be tempted 
by the devil. He ate nothing 
during those days, and 
when they were over he 
was hungry. - Lk 4:1-2 

 
Are you interested in taking a Scrapbooking Class?  
Scrapbooking is a fun and creative way to display your photos & 
mementos in scrapbook.  In this class, Introduction to 
Scrapbooking for Adults, you will learn the basics to get you 

started.  For more information, contact Jen Burbank at 212-
2953.  See flyer posted in the church hall.  Our first class will be 
held on March 10

th
 at 6:00pm in the church hall.  Schedules for 

future classes will be handed out at this session. 
 

OUR WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
An Increased Offertory Response 
2006-07 budget: $245,911.00 

Needed weekly in the regular collection: $3,700.00 
 

Weekly Collection:  $3,858.00 
Capital Improvement:  $1,209.00 

 
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS will begin again next Sunday, March 
4

th
.  Please look for them and take one home and go through it 

with your children and/or grandchildren.  The bulletin titled My 
Family and Me is for children ages 3-6.  The one titled My 
Church, My Family and Me is for children ages 7-10.  There are 
age appropriate activities in each one.  Especially during this 
Lenten season, please take them and enjoy them with the 
children in your life. 
 

Jesus went to the desert 
after his baptism to 
reflect on God’s word, 
and specifically God’s 

call to Him.  He was tempted by the devil with worldly goods, 
but always remained faithful to God, knowing that “no one who 
believes in Him shall be put to shame.”  In our own day, many 
people struggle to find adequate work and earn a living wage 
for their families.  Catholic Relief Services helps individuals and 
small groups in other countries to earn enough money for food 
and pay for their children to go to school.  Please support 
Operation Rice Bowl this week with your prayers, fasting, 
learning and giving.  Visit www.crs.org/orb to learn more. 

WE WELCOME 
NEW PARISHIONERS! 

 
The following people/families 
have recently joined our parish: 
Sister Johanna Ryan; Sister 
Lucille Theroux, Beth Corby; 
Joseph & Laurel Corby; John 
& Diane DeCiero; Michele 
Eagle; Peter Russo (welcome 
back!), Christine Baia & Erin 
Adamson; and Garrick 
Wager.   
 

We welcome all of you and we are happy that you have chosen 
to join us on our spiritual journey. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
8:00am Lawrence Pisarski, req. St. Stanislaus Holy  
  Name Society 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
8:00am Leo Podolec (Ann.), req. Wife & Family 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
8:00am Josephine Josephs, req. Ed & Mary Wancewicz 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1 
8:00am Catherine Syzdek (12th Ann.), req. Daughter 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 2 
8:00am Tessie Slusarz, req. Ron & Nancy Antoniewicz 
  and Gerald & Doris Marshall 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 3 
4:00pm Eugene Krajewski, req. Mary & Children 
 Edward Wojtkiewicz, req. Gert 
 Steve Stachnik (36th Ann), req. Wife 
 Health & Blessings Received During 50 Years 
  of Marriage – William & Barbara Krzys 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 4 
9:00am John Bartman, req. Janice DeJulius 
 Joseph Dylong, req. Wife Frances & Children 
 Edward Swieszkowski, req. Family 
 

SANCTUARY LAMP – February 25-March 3, 2007 
In memory of Edward Wojtkiewicz from Gretchen, Scott,  
 Tim, Mike, Jr.  
In memory of Eugene Krajewski, req. Mary & Children  

 

 

 

 


