ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH

AMSTERDAM, NY

FROM THE DESK OF FR. DAVID

LEAF

Next Preparation date is Sunday, 25 March
immediately after the 9:00am Mass
Chrism Mass

CHRISM MASS

Saint Stan’s is looking to rent a bus depending on numbers
to attend the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception on Thursday, 29 March 2006. The
Chrism Mass is one of the most important liturgies in the
liturgical year. Bishop Hubbard presides over this ancient
rite during which the three sacred oils of Sacred Chrism
(used for Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders and the
Dedication of Churches), the Oil of the Sick (Used for the
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick) and the Oil of
Catechumens (used for rites as people are preparing for
Baptism) are blessed and consecrated. If you are
interested please sign up at the table in the front of the
church.

SAINT STAN’S RECEIVES 2"° GRANT!

| received notice this past week that Saint Stanislaus has
been awarded a 2™ Grant for Faith Formation in the amount
of $10,000.00 to be used towards the salary of our
catechetical director and for the development of our faith
formation program. The award this year is $2,000.00 less
than last year since the purpose of the grants is to assist us
in beginning a process that we financially then must fully
take over. | am grateful to Mary Ann Louison and for her
ministry in our parish and to the diocese. The monies for
these grants come from the diocesan Capital Campaign that
took place in 2000.

SAINT JOHN’S FORTY HOURS DEVOTION: TODAY

On Sunday and Monday 18/19 March 2007 Saint John's
Parish will be hosting Forty Hours Devotion: Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, opportunity for Reconciliation and
evening services which will be held each night at 6:30pm.

COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesday, 20 March 2007.
The day’s schedule will include:
at 11am & 6pm,;
between 3pm—5pm; ., anytime.

LIVE SIMPLY REFLECTIONS — LENT 2007

by Philip Jakob Hallam Diocese Justice & Peace
Commission for The Livesimply Network which invites
people to live in solidarity with the poor. The British based
campaign challenges us

Check out
www.livesimple.org.uk

4™ SUNDAY IN LENT

When we hear the call to change the way we live, it might
appear to be an austere life of abstinence which beckons.
Yet here in the story of the Prodigal Son or (perhaps better
said) of the Two Brothers and the prodigal Father, we have
the promise of a great feast in which, as the psalm states,
we can ‘taste and see that the Lord is good'.

What sort of God do we celebrate? One who shares food
with sinners? The person whose actions were scandalous
then and even today is the God we are invited to follow. We
are not invited to congratulate ourselves that we are not like
those sinners. No, we are simply called to recognize that we
are totally dependent on God alone whatever our
achievements, status or past sins. And for this humility we
are welcomed to the feast of life. Since only God knows the
number of eucharists allocated to each of us, perhaps we
might approach each as though it were our last. In fact every
encounter with another person has the possibility to be a
sacramental moment since as the second reading reminds
us ‘we are ambassadors for Christ appealing for
reconciliation with God. Why not decide to invite to a meal
someone whom you might ordinarily have neglected to
welcome? Nothing but the finest food you have been given
to share, of course!

THE LENTEN SPRING AT SAINT STAN’S

Opportunities for Spiritual Development...

“Caritas” Tree

Patterned after the Advent Giving Tree will be a way in which
people can donate items to assist those in various needy
situations of our area. The items will be distributed through
Catholic Charities. Next Sunday will be the final opportunity
for donations.

Rice Bowl—Food Pantry Donations—Fasting

The Rice Bowl, an outreach of Catholic Overseas Relief;
and Food Pantry donations are ways to be mindful of the
hungry. The ancient tradition of fasting from food (or
whatever else weighs you down) is an ancient spiritual
armament.

God at the Movies—a Lenten film series

Each week of Lent there will be two showings of a
featured film: at 2:30pm OR
> at 6:00pm. Each session will include
viewing the film followed by a discussion of the Christian
themes present.  All films are between 1.5—2 hours in
length. Popcorn will be provided...feel free, if you are
coming from work, to bring dinner to the evening session.
Faith Formation Rm, 1st fl, St. Stan. Ctr.

Week 4 19 & 21 April  Babette’s Feast (G)

Week 5 26 & 28 April  Finding Nemo (G)

Stations of the Cross + at 6:30pm.
Gorzkie Zale

Fridays, 16 March;
the Sacred Heart Altar

23 March; 30 March; 3:30pm before




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 18, 2007

JOINT CHOIR REHEARSALS FOR HOLY WEEK

Choir rehearsals for Holy week under the direction of Patricia
Flint and Ray Draus will be held at Saint Stanislaus at
6:30pm on:Tuesday 13 March; Wednesday, 21 March;
Tuesday 27 March and Tuesday of Holy Week, 3 April.
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The Society will gather for its quarterly Corporate
Communion at the Sunday Mass, March 25. Members
should meet in the church hall no later than 8:30am.
Members are asked to sign up for the annual bread baking
marathon on Friday, March 30" and Saturday, March 31%,
and/or to work the bake sale on March 31* and April 1%

MEETINGS

School Futures Committee , ! -
immediately following this morning’s Mass.

Holy Name Society , ! /

immediately following the Mass. Preparations for the Annual

Bake Sale will be discussed.

"He said to him, 'My son,
you are here with me
always; everything | have
is yours. But now we
must celebrate and
rejoice, because your
) ) brother was dead and has
A come to life again; he was
lost and has been found.™ - Lk 15:31-32

OUR WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP REPORT
An Increased Offertory Response
2006-07 budget: $245,911.00

Weekly Collection:
Monthly

$3,878.00
$1,122.00

HERITAGE AWARDS: The American Polonaise Society will
present two awards to high school seniors who are residents
of the Amsterdam School District. Criteria and application
forms are available in the guidance office at the Amsterdam
High School or by calling 843-1285. Completed applications
must be submitted by April 18™.

HOW IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD? s it vibrant
and healthy? Are you looking for it to grow? Maybe you are
looking for a group of friends to share your Christian journey.
If so, please consider making a Cursillo weekend. Contact
Kurt Lawrence at kurtlaw@nycap.rr.com or call 693-6867.

NOTRE DAME-BISHOP GIBBONS SCHOOL, serving
young women and men in grades six through twelve, will
hold an Open House on Tuesday, March 27 from 6:00-
8:00pm. Administration, faculty, parents and students will be
on hand to answer questions and provide tours. To find out
just how good school can be, visit us at 2600 Albany Street,
Schenectady, for our Open House or call Mrs. Pennie
Agostara for a personal tour at 393-3131, Ext. 111.

Y7, MASS INTENTIONS
N2 FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY, MARCH 19
8:00am Edward Wojcik, req. Family

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
8:00am Larry Pisarski, req. Dorothy Dixon

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
8:00am Edward Skowronskil 1

2, req. Jane Deneher

THURSDAY, MARCH 22
8:00am Josephine Motyl, req. Connie Niegoski

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
8:00am Mary Tomasik ( 3

2, req. Daughters

SATURDAY, MARCH 24
4:00pm Chester Trzaskos 01
Family
Leo Podolec, req. Family
Mary Tomasik, req. Stella Mazur
Jean Kawczynski and Deceased Members of
the Kawczynski & Tyszko Families, req.
Family

2, req. Wife, Cyrilla &

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
9:00am John(4- 1 2 & Antonina Dybas, req.
Daughter Adelaide
Eugene Piurek, req. Tom & Linda Tracz
Fr. Joseph Cotugno, req. The Konieczny Family
Isabella Maciejewski, req. Stefania
Stephen Wojcik, req. Wife & Daughter
Holy Name Society Corporate Communion

SANCTUARY LAMP — MARCH 18-24, 2007

5 Chester Trzaskos 01 2 from Gertrude &
Irene Blongiewicz

5 Louis & Catherine Cetnarowski and Stella
Slyder from Winifred

5 Mary Tomasik ( 3 2 from Daughters

Barbara & Gloria




